Like the "new woman" of the period, all of these women were well-educated professionals who pioneered innovative pathways for women. Unlike the "new woman," however, they never promoted or participated in the burgeoning women's movement of the era; rather, these "new women of the old faith" possessed a far greater allegiance and loyalty to their Catholic identity than to their gender. It was not the bond of sisterhood that motivated their labor but rather the bond of religion that drove their endeavors.
Cummings skillfully demonstrates that the bonds of religion were complicated. She examines each woman's life according to her own distinctive circumstances. All of the women in some measure navigated patriarchal structures and paternal mentalities as they created new opportunities for American Catholic women. Cummings cautions her readers not to laden the women with twenty-first-century expectations. She presents them as they were -late nineteenth-and early twentieth-century women who accepted the hierarchical structures of their church and found friendship with men who often failed to acknowledge their accomplishments. They also experienced the complexity of gender relationships within their own organizations and religious communities.
New Women of the Old Faith deserves careful study and praise from scholars of American Catholicism, gender studies, and U.S. history. Cummings's work is a tour de force for two reasons. First, she contributes to an already rich and growing scholarship that challenges the assumption that Catholic women, as members of a patriarchal church, were incapable of genuine work on the behalf of women. Second, New Women of the Old Faith is a ground-breaking contribution to gender studies. Cummings proves that the power of religious identity, often neglected in gender analysis, is a decisive component in understanding women's gender relationships and life work.
Cummings's text is a pleasure to read; each chapter is a "page turner" that will capture the interest of both armchair and professional historians. New Women of the Old Faith entices scholars to pursue further analysis of Catholic women as protagonists in the shaping of American Catholicism and the United States. Children, 1893 Children, -1935 Alice Boardman Smuts has written an excellent book on a very important subject: the complex history of the launching of the sciences of the child in America. Readers of the Annals of Iowa should know that our state played a formative role in this story through the establishment of the Iowa Child Welfare Research Station at the University of Iowa in 1917, the first such scientific research institution in the world. The Iowa Station was, quite literally, the pioneer, the trailblazer, in the field, and Smuts provides an able summary of that history. Readers will find this book engagingly written and absorbing in its content.
Science in the Service of
What Smuts does, and does well, is to identify and describe the myriad persons, institutions, and movements that came together to create this fascinating interdisciplinary science -child development
